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poems by Scott Glassman

Scott Glassman

Scott Glassman's most recent work is Quaternity, a collaboration with Sheila E. Murphy (Otoliths, 2009). He is
also the author of several chapbooks: Exertions (Cy Gist Press, 2006), Surface Tension (Dusie, 2006) with
Mackenzie Carignan, and Identity Crisis (Dusie, 2006). He was selected as a finalist for the 2006 lowa Review
Award for Poetry and included in Best New Poets 2007, edited by Natasha Trethewey. His poems have
appeared in many print and online journals, including Jubilat, lowa Review, CutBank, 580 Split, Sentence,
Marginalia, eratio, and Shampoo. He is currently a doctoral student in clinical psychology and works as a
mental health therapist in Philadelphia.
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Ahadada Books rock. paper. scissors.

Process Note

The process of writing rock. paper. scissors involved cutting away excess language, interrupting diction deliberately,
searching for spontaneous definitions to single words, getting down to a few interesting bits and pieces of
language. There was an attempt to balance disjunction with continuity, blurring the boundaries between
individual poems at the level of a conceptual or concrete detail. The comments came later, using Word Document
technology, and were intended to facilitate afterthoughts, quick drive-by verbal flinches, holophrastic side-
thoughts, footnotes, annotations, flickers of tangential meaning. As | went forward, | kept thinking about how a
young child discovers language, the small impulsive amalgams of essential and nonessential words. There was the
joy and difficulty of getting one’s meaning across, and at the same time, a feeling of mischief when standing in the
way of meaning. A sense of playfulness, nonsensical rules, and demonstrative movements seeped in. Ultimately,
the pleasure of incomplete utterances prevailed.

To hear more audio, visit http://scottglassman.com/audio.html

Scott Glassman





whadada

books

PAGE 3

& Ahadada Books

rock. paper. scissors.

Scott Glassman

"
21

Table of Contents

rock.
paper.

SCissors.



whadada

books
PAGE 4

rock. paper. scissors.

Scott Glassman

amongness
overwhere
underwhat

three worries until present day
not meaning
exit but vast

excitable

presence
venal. victorious. socket
integrates. -ing

sung around

under

heart

X marks
(lower
in.

stru.
ment

of

wrong
i was about to speak
then. what?

kind of q

self

-

........................ version of

SG
09/18/2009 21:47

-

....................... ~" thatI'd be pleased, a speech

SG
09/11/2009 10:55
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i am. draft
self. same
self made

in. uh. part
s

parcel. can

cel. sound. wait
any next is counter to “owl” and so

spirochete

feels quiet. if star. (yes—

pin

could hear PIN like. is hearing
were to.

world. dis (de)

cen

ter (live)

establishing. est

you mean LEAVE OFF
paradox

again-paradox thru

RO U U U U}

you & i
held a flower
neither
would as
unjoin you did

-

<" ‘ma’is uh but not the other way
orabove

SG
05/19/2009 13:30

-
-

P
_________________________ - becaareful

SG
09/11/2009 11:41 =
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ina mirror.
i am perfect

leafwardways
miss. why,

taken

drip

drip

what the world
is. isn’t

leap

winter

ever after
blindsing. sight
history. yes

in order

child
F s

immobile

conduit to

as vocal

less

= intransigence
forward. (err
don't) not like

her. she

proper. prop (says)

/R

-
-

-~ one pass, second pass, third

SG
09/11/2009 10:55 e

-
-

_<" intwiceness, left-handed ‘has to
be’

SG
09/04/2009 22:41
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‘blank’
‘blank’
‘blank’

missing

all work

missing since
sparrow

pursed branch

low one .
spasm -
P M- - m o e e e e e e e e meemeeaaan < productof
(it's only Monday)
G
have we. have we. have we 05/19/2009 13:28
rock
running. blunt
lacking, lip
for. is. are. enter
contractual ( blackout )
A concept:
. Es
raise. rock - :
- - m e e e e e mmm e “ swallowing refers to
byebye
G
05/19/2009 13:34
ember

nothing says
we must. set

aside revive
thing. lulls

ore. strips
pervious

falling

-

flash, growing, Vel ... _ .

la-la-la contact G
09/11/2009 11:43

distract. slip from. aveid

snow volume
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take up in you. 0000000
evaporate. low-lying. graded
yours. tightly

avowed when

viewing
she looks at you.

atyou. at [ rest of page

glance
why, that

excite
i move

into. who
is

wave to

waking

don’t bother.
shaking
for effect

still be here

still be

blue e

intrusively inter

abbreviate

rent. in

mrrrre, (lyric)

with Ieﬁge'r 1o sleep (seems)
i watch you

we live

rather
part of (partly)

I

..........................................

elopement]
_____________________________ + does
56
09/11/200911:09
EXAMPLE: n pl.

-

'
~7 lawn-mowing

SG
09/04/2009 22:54
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dedine
everything is. is. is
yawn a
margin lacks
e_
chola
Iii. _____________________________ _<" apleasure
no
G
shape 09/05/2009 00:51
nothing great
3 days until
all . in . one movement
stage
completes the
look down. no verbs
don't
no seeum dandelion down
ati
icemelt
never
learn to kiss
sediment
nest, .. 7 seelife 534
SHOUT
effulgence
G
09/11/2009 11:11
Scott Glassman
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voice
figure of

lift. lift. A-B-C

should it rub
asin

-

.O,r%. ____________________________________________________ .7 invoke
inflate against

you/object G
09/04/2009.23:13

quarry

where we sleep
meteors.

complement
of weight

dear dust “no go”

figure

the quick
of you

torso

reveal

deep

sleep

beneath untitled backtash  light
end to end

timbrel
of caught

Scott Glassman
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paper.

begin
conversation HERE

interior /
heart /

half-dark /

PRESS THIS THAL ______________________________ - EXCESS
button

G
the 09/11/2009 11:12

to conceive. traction. deliver. deal first
memry. the mem

no ‘o’. giddy. only

-
K

when & " greaterthan, review, reverse

something. along the lines
G

a delight to have 09/11/200911:13

name or place
plcae pleac
(numerous ways)
1. think
2.
3.
4. unthink

abcdefg (continuingd  T.B.D.

our
you-i. co-

hesioned. ex-
clusions (anger)

Scott Glassman
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circumference

corollary
of skin. preface

comein
tell you what
s

widen WIDEN now shrink shrink sk

.......................... -

-
-

- drcathis

SG
09/11/2009 11:46

i
sunflower opening
levies of the

darker
you

hello (adhesive)
cheek
scaffold
‘Scott’
whisper-ment
wrong bridge
a design
of zzz
obtuse

any number

of satiated

falling

over

jutout

cow’s femur

if you Strike |t ,’//a course

in just the ﬁﬁt’pTa_CG' ---------------------------------------- touch sharply
deliver blow

brilliance delete
cancel don't
impress upon
collide with

first G

09/11/2009 11:46 =
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one. two
y o
those. you can’t

orwon’t

downpour
eyelash

whole

throws its
coming into
allowed inside

hearing

night

in its entirety
opaque.

infraction
of a kiss

what-if
breaks
drop
splinter

salutes wrestles
symbol: petunia

in dew

in daylight locate
‘biting into’

point is.

just okay?

m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e m .. mm === === =

¥

-

. .
<" concatenated ain’t

SG
09/11/2009 11:17

GO BACK 3 SPACES---------
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perfect

let me

steadily THE END you
counter. enfun

knowable. thank

this someday
some and

where. have

a name please

no more

gone-ness

glug

Scott Glassman
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dialtone

don’t look
at keypad

why the while ago
looks intently. sees no reason

why look up. fly
cold is because
a fish interferes with

puff:
sufficient

(the character
ofaofa

ofa)

asa rut. tremor
columns (optional
accessory. fluid)

asin. or else
what is used for

Taking advantage. stars
an effort

(gleam)

Somewhere else.
how you misread

manifold
breath. breathe

clay brimming

busy signal

READ THE FOLLOWING COLUMN FIRST

(no time limit)

having thoughts of

ladygrownup
girlboy ticktock

see this circle
loop

00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000
00000000000000000000

mouths

swim into.
good boy.
white white white

tunnel (ing) (ed)

where’s your
(Verrazano)
other. better. not longer

mind the lines
semi. give-a-

lay your pen

back. into the

crook. webbing. btw
A

-

+" bytheway

........

SG
09/04/2009 23:49
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detour
lane closed

construction

afflict
in
is. grows

IS

was. where it
could

act

the ecstatic

*

read the directions

breath or  insolvency
its own

-
K

+" ourown
unexafffified Weight =~~~ """ """ttt TTooosoosossosossooooooo -
intrusion knives
2am it %
final goodbye. no 09/04/2009 23:57

goodbye court me

V wing furnace

flight
time red hens nimble as
pitch

pause

um

brown callous
harmony of it

Scott Glassman
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flashback
string of

star (stair). way
burns. walk-out
(the) little i

Quse is
not where
you come from

can look at it
be living

letter

perhaps. why. do
we hear. monolith

sea. shake. off

salt. pet
als

of. truly

subsume
undertow

if you

had to testify. sleep

sort of prayer

conjugal standards. context
ensure are. truly sincere

...and then
you voiced-
over

) )

refuge last.

an ‘argument’

get goin%r

i rose into

)

wasn't

SG
09/11/2009 11:47

reach break in. growing

into suppose it were

cloud
white vibration

octave
climb-a-bit

heart dubious accomplice (account for) accomplish
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january ledge

get down
stop someone is wishingyou  xx00
dialogue tongue dementia
backward impossibly
crammed in
incongru- ous
accident [time] [date] letters zcvmpg
untraceable swift

gusting moon

(vaulted ceiling)

tuning
&
&
&
static
periphery prickling
& USH@ =
a sitcom
us
purga
tories
stories
[ imitate accordmgATl\Er?sz?gtl?r_] o :[a_st_e_ B ] ___________________ - $200 per
. . . . 5(]
104° fever coccyx cutoutO my darlin’0 my darlinO my darlin’ leaping down off that 09/11/200911:23

you betcha nymph snow albinofleas all 576 of them MIR rocket travelslimp & starving:
stone palm-packed talc hazelnut coffeesheen aromatic xenophobic populace & what
theyhad to eat inplaces smoke trailsentrails theeast vs. cape ofMs. Mr. Mrs.
prostheticsugar agentof litup evergreen ta-da swish

Scott Glassman
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mechanism to have it. hey
endurance. huh. inadi
laudid. solution
decibels
bifurcate. unless: underless
strip. hokum. oku
o-kay
coiled
black. finger
tips. nearly
touching. you say
come, comet  broken
msrd in
1s, Os
XS, YS‘_ _________________________________________________ J,’/ junk
attractions to
axis G
09/05/2009 00:32
ty.er
ni. et
contour
d-
[
1
prevalent
aware
©BO©
you-me-they
made of
electrics
smaller than
corneas. periods
laugh through to .
evacuate. thi __________________ " her
[stare]
G
09/11/200911:48
Scott Glassman
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walking
abrasive
sugar rich
phenol
whiteflow

don't

wa/o
nder can’t help what you

SG
09/11/2009 11:28

Scott Glassman
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run with scissors

to be COMPLETED
ONLY by

Adulthood

Social - -

Occupation

water

a monotheism. caterwauling hydro-gains. water freezing twice as fast. pigment in latex
gloves. *to make sure*. all water comes from argument. is unassailable until June. water
marks & unmarks & erases & marks. water is trapped air & could go on for decades.
water debates its fire-resistant properties. returns to the ground. is free-standing. when
you've handed over the phone. when you grab at your chest. water from a faucet is a
sermon. car headed for. sea. river. fountain. windows rolled up. water wants inclusion.
has dreamed about it going on 30 years. water taps us awake. lulls us. we acquiesce.
water gives birth

follow-up lead-in to

-

- .
A _.~ euphemism

benzoic acid. flavor. magnesium aluminum silicate. methylcellulose. red 22. red 28.

saccharin sodium. salicylic acid. sodium salicylate. sorbic acid. water G
09/05/200901:05

prayer
always-teeming. mem-ry. sun’s (flinch) () &absence
planets

0000 they come into you. 0000 each one. uncrushed. ‘multiplied.” but when compared.
cannot compare. by constant (consent). its hearing (). its fervent. small bones: this
effort. but out there

gurney

-

ashes. hues. origami. wild orange tei_ loquates. loquats. bending. plush resistance

_<" little warning
periodic

, ) G
what was. who you were. will be. as they regard you. in formal trans-. salu-. softly. ha 09/05/2009 02:25
birth

counterfactual. varying curves. ‘all done up’

dim. dim. dim— % discernment. % threshold
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earth

each of us. moving away from the center. from each other. yet there is no center. (forced)
diagonal

where've you. can see. don't tell. oh how does it. damn. should check. every right. have.
where do you. it's as if. didn't. like we ever. call it. go then. right ahead. how do you.

night after. allowing you. always. amounts to. starting. loses. how is it. what the @#*!1#$
about. take me. god’s sake. continent. nobody

'
reconnecL _7 2ed
green two
draw four ©
reverse 09/11/2009 11:48
shift

let's operate the chappaquiddick LIFE that no bridal bowery hears this alone that you
picture lakes and PARTICULAR child-talk (infantlives) here is the reef (wreath) of
pillars friezes (infinitives)

decode the HEAT trees give off when they are lowering their rings to the ground for
humiliating reasons we can’t go into. let’s forage for PLUM glass and SABER teeth in
oilmist. deviate in the otherwise

guide whatever you can (describe) below capitalizing the pieces of EIGHT between
foreplay. let's go you can say anything in this respect start really speaking to yourself and
don’t WORRY if the syllables flutter in bronze flap-trap FLOW time through the mouth
do not STOP do not give it time

stem

petrol inter-fest-uble

consapient and
indecent end
father L
B - o o e 7 toy
i am not a FATHER to be grandfathered in anywhere. in fact FATHER is fall-down
denial. a FATHER is a faith without the i and err err err stumble-mumble. inertia from <
the good. the ugly. a garden FATHER. i am not a FATHER to be. was when. way back 09/05/2009 01:21

area rug patched in(ference)(inst)igated fatherhood. i am not a FATHER to imply
paternity. say FATHERed fathering who. imply FATHER in me. ahhh the fine print. See
progress

NOTE: time will subside
clock
8:25 am: grove. how i am. meant to myself. again. AGAIN. off-sun. off-page. no play.

action. right-left cues. they say, and say. gather around. stand-in. beauties of rose. Correct
me. gait = compulsion

Scott Glassman
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8:30 am: i reach inside. my formulary. deafness. to resurrect. little volume control.
arrow. Jupiter. you were another mask. pod-like. freckle-rot

[minute sequence]

8:46 am: Rav-silver. peroxide sheen. lilac and mildew. buried. monolith

8:47 am: methadone. meta-tone. memes. meres. mires. meadows

8:48 am: white wake of plane. construction. clover-propeller of
[end—rivers—irrus]

9:15am: my heart is a convention. you use dialogue. (corner of Market and 38th). we
spoke about light. AGAIN. that world I-i-g-h-t. between itself. among itself. a convection.
confection. of position

9:18 am: ahhh. why must. i-we. are mediums? primarily disposed of. ID slid into the
mouth-crack. magenta. deployed. ferris strip. straightened. through the paddle wheel.
door. signatured. carbon. 25, 26, 27. squelching. along. slugless. ramptrack

10:40 am: i have re-sequenced the last consonant. t-t. then. t-t. the first is you as boy. ka.
this being. burden. gripping banister. having to “go.” between you. foyer. a Styx— the

second is you now. crocodile-headed. but infertile. a lotus. (you always use “orchid.”
when you want to describe. something like powder. chemistry. not here. morning

11:52 am: what? deity AN\ is permissible AAVAVA sign (your. water-
lung) X (either) will. suffice. center. mood-primed. ready
sum

ask babies. chin dry. eulogies

failing. gum heaped. incessant. jingle

K-mart. leave miles. nested orifices

pocking quasars. rusty shingles. to unspoiled
vermilion wastebaskets. X-tinct yesterdays. zero

gain
sto 7
r}li_ __________________________________________________ _7 untrue
behavior. trapped
in contradiction: -
want to say 09/05/2009 01:27

murmurs eliminate
delight.
and delight

lineates

Scott Glassman
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quartet

think

how glad

here

solid

not ghost

leaves soothing made up. made up of
night lamp tank
she’sashe’sashesa
wasn't difficult. out of

life

1. Summary, careless treatment; poor attention: memos
2. Quick work.
3. -

a. Ashort respite, as if from . . .

b. The time it takes to undress

pardon

harpsichord (lurks)

(failsafe)

ambrosias of color stunned out of
surprised protagonist

step in to the weighltl(_soﬂball)

..........................................

-

. .
<" son-in-law

cryptogram. siren. squint
o G
scrapes center alive with 09/05/2009 01:34

day written. erased
waterfall collections. collected. and eventual
sun wound closing

ocean either/or. prevarications. in/into. further down. still dry

drunk

(where) (we)

—-  (break)

done

Scott Glassman
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humanity bold red gusts. no concept. nothing too important

link remote quake of silence. lips touch

alarm disappear temporarily into something wiki. who can go back
(come back) awake. pod. bell

finally light in second bedroom. third floor
small attempt. hahaha blindness. let’s see

what doing is
hyperbole wonderful. in name only. tantrums. will all. someday, dear. drench us 7 .
A ... <" not really meaning
friend indifferent to itself
before )( after -
09/11/200911:31
this
is about

control. STANDING OUT
Or, in other words—
what she said

afterward semicolon. we
refrain. every

reason to believe

body won't

be exceptional

saale strip down
to your flume. of
so-called don't think

strand
raylit. bone

-

fringe. skin. o
8 <" between parentheses

string. strdek= - - -ttt otoooomsossossossossoommomnom e -
couch or deflation. useful plenitude. e

flexion: iam so. un. in. sp- no need to be here 09/11/200911:55
could be reading. playing video games. acrobatics. phrasing

alert

(see, this represents
very instant

nothing romantic but
talk-back when someone speaks to me
out of doors. (outdoors) when speaking to them

turn. even pivoting. is
translucent. act on

Scott Glassman
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scissors try to make something adequate. maybe
can cut a shape out of self. superb wildflowers. light
makes circles dip into. then

helps move again

crux in that bit
about the nuptials
here’s a secret:
resist

elapsed sunspot hair

italic title

of slim

pearl self

undevastated mineral

mesh
allegation of
autumn. wipe

-

‘baby bir(L _<" term of endearment

detonation let go of you to breathe G

person it is an unusual world you live in 09/05/200901:49
as in being true to a sort of paranoia

that brings it out of you

ASIDE FROM THAT -------- WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW
relational

girl in the window waving
from hypothetical existence:

G=B/2*3.14159
panda in the zoo
doing well

room without some (resplendent mirror) cliff. or catatonic

you pull me shut. not a door. yet have all the textures

of bridge (proportionate). soon to suffocate. made you from what i found
loose dirt (chest) (words)

out pulling grape from stem
unplugging the world. giving it
best effort

assertion as simple. now leave

striation butterfly, blues and greens. razors single window. sharing
as if someone were to drop us on marble

song. ..

-

P -
_________________________________________________ <" adinic
Scott Glassman
G
09/11/2009 11:49
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culled by

textiles. horses braying
amazement.

miss you.

go home

incur age. barbed
turns. curve me straight
this time. look

to one side

bookends

*

here is space

bodily process

when disturbed

go into shock

here is space

bodily process

restraint fuse reddens. do not ignite. this is ahem love

afterlife uh-huh no side-effects *gotcha*

no hangs out. so sad. no hangs out— sadly. spends a night. so

used to know how. to
pronounce

god can’t seem to finish what started

morphology

looking

for your name

[ here]

Eurydice
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laundry clean house. leave it that way. have another thought

-

born in Red Bank, NJ
.

.
- footnote

at Riverview Hospital

on the thirteenth G

day of October 09/05/2009 02:02
in 1975

Mr. Somebody )

next dOOJI’.r _______________________________________________ _" camein from

brought all loud words
in a suitcase <
09/11/200911:38

outages

‘things were as they were’

-
K

+" scratch that

....................................... -

nothing to cover up in
F e

SG
09/11/2009 11:38

Scott Glassman
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If knowledge can create problems,

it is not through ignorance that we can solve them.

—Isaac Asimov

Make It New Media, LLC provides comprehensive services
and subcontracting for small publishers who intend
long-term economic viability. We help you establish your
Web presence and reach your core customers, so that you
can spend your time on editing. We print books and ship
directly to distributors, stores, and customers, to keep
your overhead low so that you can spend your money
on marketing. And we do it all in a 1969 travel trailer
parked on the Rio Grande.

MAKE IT NEW MEDIA LLE

www.MakeltNewMedia.com = El Paso, Texas
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Recent titles available from Ahadada

Hollerin’ from This Shack (Grace C. Ocasio) 978-0-9812744-1-6

Grace Ocasio is a member of the North Carolina Writers' Network, the North Carolina Poetry Society, and the Carolina
African American Writers' Collective. She was born in New York City and raised in Hartsdale and White Plains, New
York. She holds an MFA in Poetry from Sarah Lawrence College and an MA in English from the University of North
Garolina at Charlotte. Recently, she completed a residency at the Soul Mountain Retreat in East Haddam,
Connecticut. She contributes reviews of literary journals to the online Web site, The Review, Review.

Sueno(s) for Alejandra (Robert Estep) 978-0-9812744-0-9

Robert Estep was born in 1956 in Washington, D.C. He attended the University of Texas at Austin, where he studied
English and French literature. He has lived in Costa Rica, Venezuela, Chile, and Mexico City, and currently lives in
Houston, Texas, where he works at Fondren Library, Rice University.

Dreaming of Sunflower Fields (Barbara L. Thomas) 978-0-9811704-7-3

Barbara L. Thomas is a non-tribal Eastern Cherokee (her mother’s people having escaped the Trail of Tears to settle in
Southern lllinois near Shawnee Town). She was born high in the Cascades in 1927; in her teens was the recipient of a
generous Lanham Foundation College Scholarship. Her first book, Lilacs Wilting on Nancy’s Bonnet: A Cherokee
Narrative, was nominated for both the Pushcart Prize and the Bumbershoot Literary Award, 2001.

Seducing Velasquez and Other Plays (Dayana Stetco) 978-0-9811704-6-6

Dayana Stetco’s plays have been produced in her native country, Romania, the US and the UK. In 2001 she founded
the interdisciplinary physical theatre ensemble, The Milena Group. Her fiction has appeared in journals including The
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